
 

 

 

 

TITLE AND NUMBER: 289 Suffering  

REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES 1 Peter 4:12-14 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you.  But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may 

be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the 

Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

LOOKING FURTHER: Acts 2:14-42; Acts 4:1-22; Matthew 5:1-12; John 21:15-17 

 

What does the Bible passage tell us? 

Peter is teaching us how to persevere in faith while undergoing trials and testing. He had seen how much 
opposition Jesus had encountered. Peter had been there when Jesus was praying in the garden of Gethsemane 
and had witnessed His arrest. He had denied knowing Jesus three times, then regretted his actions and wept 
bitterly when the cock crowed. He had witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion in all its horror. 
 
In John’s Gospel, we read how on the day of Jesus’ resurrection, Peter and John ran to the empty tomb. Later on, 
by the lakeside, the risen Jesus restored Peter after he had denied Him three times (John 21:15-17). When the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples on the day of Pentecost, Peter was transformed, and through his 
preaching many thousands of people turned to God. Peter himself encountered opposition from the religious 
authorities and was imprisoned.  
 
His letter was written to Christian people who were experiencing opposition and persecution because of their 
faith. Sadly, for many Christians today this is their daily reality. One church community was recently blessed by a 
pastor from India who came to worship with them for a month. Over the last ten years, he and his church 
community had experienced verbal and physical threats. What really stood out was the depth of his faith — his 
reliance upon and trust in God. He was filled with joy, and his listeners were blessed through him. It was mutual; 
he was helped and restored by being with them. 
 
Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount, ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’  

 

Reflection 

• Can you think of a time when you prayed and God gave you strength and perseverance? Were there also 

moments of joy?  

• If you are facing difficulties today, remember you are not alone. Please reach out for support from prison 

staff, chaplains, those in your chapel groups, or those on the wing.   

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


