Prison BIBLE STUDY

FELLO WS HIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRISON CHAPLAINCY

TITLE AND NUMBER: 287 Peter’s witness
REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Acts 4:5-13

The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. Annas the high priest

was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. They had Peter and John
brought before them and began to question them: ‘By what power or what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of
kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people
of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this
man stands before you healed. Jesus is “the stone which you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.”
Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given by mankind by which we must be
saved.” When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realised that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

LOOKING FURTHER: Acts 2:1-42

What does the Bible passage tell us?

Imagine the scene — Annas the high priest and the other leaders and teachers are gathered in Jerusalem. Peter and John
are brought before them and questioned. They are asked a very interesting question: ‘By what power or what name did
you do this?’ Everyone is asking themselves how it has happened that a lame man has been healed.

Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit and he declares, ‘It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but
whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed’. Peter refers to Jesus as the cornerstone of our
faith; Jesus is the Son of God who was fully human and fully divine and He lived among us. Through His death and
resurrection, we are put right with God and offered forgiveness for our sins and the help of the Holy Spirit. When those
present see the courage of Peter and John and realise that they are ordinary men, they are astonished and remember
that they had been with Jesus.

Each morning as we pray, it is good to ask God to fill us with His Holy Spirit and help us with our challenges. We are then
relying upon the help of the Holy Spirit in the same way that Peter did. As we have respectful conversations with others
on the wings, in chapel groups or with our families, God can use us to bring words of hope and encouragement and give
practical help to others.

Teresa of Avila (born 1515) wrote:
Christ has no body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours, Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on
this world, Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.

Reflection

e Take some time to read this Bible passage from Acts again slowly. What is it saying to you?
e How does it encourage you and give you hope?
e Who can you encourage and help this week?



FELLOWSHIP NOTES

Write or draw something you read in this Bible Study that stood out to you.
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Do you have any questions about this How does this week’s message apply
week’s Bible Study? to your life?

What can we learn about God from this What would you like to ask God
week’s passage? this week?

Has God responded to your prayers this
week in the way you had hoped for?
It's okay to talk to God about this.



