
 

 

  

 

TITLE AND NUMBER: 277 Jesus’s mission begins 

REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Mark 1:9-15  

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan. As Jesus 

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’  At once the Spirit sent him out 

into the desert, and he was in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and 

angels attended him. After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time 

has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!’ 

LOOKING FURTHER:  Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Mark 1:14-15 

 

What does the Bible passage tell us? 

These seven short verses tell us so much about Jesus and His ministry, like a film or TV ‘trailer’. 

The adult Jesus first appeared from Nazareth in Galilee to be baptised by John in the Jordan. He didn’t need to be 

baptised. He had committed no sin, but He wanted to identify with the people He had come to serve. The Holy Spirit 

descended on Him like a dove – Jesus was no ordinary human being. The voice of God came from heaven, 

acknowledging Jesus as His Son. This is one of the rare times in the Bible when the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

appear together. They are the Holy Trinity – God, the three in one.  

After He was baptised, Jesus was sent by the Spirit into the desert for forty days where He was tempted. The 

temptations, detailed in the Gospels of Matthew (4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-13), were all about power, and Jesus quoted 

Scripture to overcome them. God’s angels then strengthened Him. Before any big decision or event, we need to 

spend time in prayer. God will then guide and strengthen us. Monks of old often spent forty days in prayer before 

planting a new monastery. 

Having been prepared for His ministry, Jesus returned to Galilee and began to proclaim the Good News that God’s 

Kingdom was near and that people should repent and believe. This was His primary mission. Before He performed 

miracles, healed people or taught in any depth, He gave this message – repent and believe. 

To summarise: Jesus was baptised–no ordinary human being yet identifying Himself with humanity; the Holy Trinity, 

of which Jesus is part, appeared together; Jesus spent forty days in the desert, fighting temptation and being 

strengthened for His ministry; Jesus started His ministry with the call to repent and believe for the Kingdom of God 

was near. A real ‘trailer’ of what was to follow! 

 

Reflection 

• Did you realise that Jesus was tempted, just as we are? He therefore understands when we face temptation 

and will help us to overcome it if we ask Him. Ask for His help in prayer today. 

• To repent means to turn back to God. If there are any things in your life which you need to turn away from, 

ask Jesus for help or speak to a Chaplain.  

  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


