Prison BIBLE STUDY

FELLO WS HIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRISON CHAPLAINCY

TITLE AND NUMBER: 269 How to do everything

REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Colossians 3:15-17

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

LOOKING FURTHER: Colossians 3:1-17, 23-24

What does the Bible passage tell us?

Today's passage is found in the middle of a chapter where Paul is setting out one fundamental principle for living a
godly life; the one principle that applies to absolutely everything we do. This isn't just about how we do ‘religious
stuff’. If we read the whole chapter, we see that God is interested in the whole of our lives—our faith, our
relationships, our families, and our work.

We are to do everything ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’. What does this mean? An ambassador represents the
government of their nation to the people of another country. A salesperson represents the ethos of their company to
the customers they meet. Both are acting in the name of their nation or employer, displaying its values and
standards.

In the same way, we are to show the nature of Jesus in everything we do. In Colossians 3:12, Paul writes, ‘clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.’ In verse 15, he encourages us to ‘let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts’.

Verse 16 talks about us having ‘all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.” Through reading God's
word, participating in worship together, and listening to Christian worship on our own, we can be equipped to do
everything in a way that reveals Jesus to others—in chapel groups, in our workplace, in the queue at the hotplate, or
in association on the wing. ‘Whatever you do, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.’

Reflection

e Can you think of someone who has shown you some of the values listed in Colossians 3:12? How did that
make you feel? Thank God for them.

e |[s there a situation or relationship where you want to show more of the nature of Christ in you? As you spend
your daily time reading the Bible and praying, ask God to give you wisdom and insight how to deal with that
situation.



FIE)LrL oSw s HI|]5 NOTES

Write or draw something you read in this Bible Study that stood out to you.

Do you have any questions about this How does this week’s message apply
week’s Bible Study? to your life?

What can we learn about God from this What would you like to ask God
week’s passage? this week?

Has God responded to your prayers this
week in the way you had hoped for?
It's okay to talk to God about this.



