Prison BIBLE STUDY

FELLO WS HIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRISON CHAPLAINCY

TITLE AND NUMBER: 261 Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector
and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he
looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your house today.’ So he came down at
once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if | have
cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to
this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’

LOOKING FURTHER: Luke 8:40-56; Luke 7:36-50; Psalm 139:1-12,23-24

What does the Bible passage tell us?

You may find the above passage very familiar, particularly if you have taken part in the Sycamore Tree course while in
prison. However, one of the joys of reading the bible is that it always has something new to tell us, even if we have read
the same passage many times before.

Sycamore-fig trees lined the road which Jesus was travelling. They were low enough to be climbed easily and were known
to symbolise healing. This was because the shepherds who walked with their flocks down the road made a little cut in the
figs to release a bug which, if left there, would kill the figs. Once the bugs had gone, the tree was healed and the figs
flourished. Perhaps Zacchaeus knew he needed healing from his cheating ways; perhaps he thought that Jesus, who called
Himself the Good Shepherd, could heal him; perhaps he just wanted to see why Jesus was so popular when he, Zacchaeus,
wasn’t.

Jesus knew when people needed Him and was always attentive to those on the margins of society — the sick, the outcasts,
the poor. Though the crowds surrounded Him, Jesus spotted Zacchaeus in the tree and knew that he was open to being
restored to wholeness. He called to Zacchaeus and, despite the mutterings of the many, He picked out this one man and
brought salvation to him and his household. Of course, this benefitted the others as well because they were no longer
cheated by Zacchaeus. It is likely, too, that many of them followed Jesus when they saw and experienced the change in
Zacchaeus.

Jesus sensed that openness to change in Zacchaeus. Will He find that same openness in us when he looks into our hearts
and minds? If so, He will respond and bring change in us — and perhaps in many around us too.

Reflection

e Read Psalm 139:1-12. Does it comfort you to know that Jesus knows all about you? If not, why not?
e Read Psalm 139:23-24. Consider those areas of your life which need to change and ask God for help.



FELLOWSHIP NOTES

Write or draw something you read in this Bible Study that stood out to you.

Do you have any questions about this How does this week’s message apply
week’s Bible Study? to your life?

What can we learn about God from this What would you like to ask God
week’s passage? this week?

Has God responded to your prayers this
week in the way you had hoped for?
It's okay to talk to God about this.



