Prison BIBLE STUDY

FELLOWSHIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRISON CHAPLAINCY

TITLE AND NUMBER: 235 Saul’s conversion
REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Acts 9:1-6

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He

went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As
he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground
and heard a voice say to him,’Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘'l am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. ‘Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what
you must do.’

LOOKING FURTHER: Acts 7:54-8:1

What does the Bible passage tell us?

No one is beyond hope! The mercy of God is available to all who repent and believe in Jesus. Today, we
are learning about a man named Saul (of Tarsus) who was a Pharisee and wanted to persecute all who had
become followers of ‘The Way," a name given to those who had become followers of Jesus. Saul had
witnessed and given approval to the stoning (murder) of Stephen, who had preached to the Jewish leaders
and upset them. Saul, who was also angry, obtained permission from the high priest to arrest any followers
of ‘The Way' and imprison them in Jerusalem. While on his way to Damascus, he had a supernatural
encounter with Jesus. Saul didn’t see Jesus but heard His voice: ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ It
is worth noting here that Saul says, "Who are you, LORD?' Though he had been opposing Him, Saul calls
Him LORD.

Saul was no longer the one with earthly power to persecute. He had encountered the ascended Jesus and
was terrified. Jesus didn’t destroy Saul but gave him instructions that set him on a path which would
change his life and his name (Paul) forever. Saul had intended to destroy people’s lives in Damascus and
end everything about this man Jesus. But instead, Paul was sent into the whole of the then known world to
preach the Gospel. He was one of the first missionaries.

The latter part of the New Testament records the words, letters, writings and missionary journeys of Paul.
This supports what was said at the beginning of our study: no one is beyond hope. The mercy of God is
available to all who repent, believe and trust in Jesus.

Reflection

e Paul had condoned the murder of Stephen (Acts 7:54-8:1). If Paul could be forgiven, then the same
is true of all of us. What does this mean for you?

e How has Jesus changed your life? What testimony do you have of the goodness of God to you?

e Aswe grow in our faith, what difference are we making to those around us?



Prison NOTES

Write or draw something you read in this Bible Study that stood out to you.
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Do you have any questions about this How does this week’s message apply
week’s Bible Study? to your life?

What can we learn about God from this What would you like to ask God
week’s passage? this week?

Has God responded to your prayers this
week in the way you had hoped for?
It's okay to talk to God about this.



