Prison BIBLE STUDY

FELLOWSHIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRISON CHAPLAINCY

TITLE AND NUMBER: 230 The Prodigal Son
REFERENCE AND KEY VERSES: Luke 15:11b-13, 17-20

There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father,

give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them. Not long after that, the
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth
in wild living. When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food
to spare, and here | am starving to death! | will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son;
make me like one of your hired men.’ But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

LOOKING FURTHER: Luke 15:1-3,11b-32; Luke 15:4-10; Matthew 18:21-22

What does the Bible passage tell us?

Read the whole parable — Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 — and think about the three main characters.

The father loved his sons so much that even when the younger one took his share of the property
and squandered it, the father longed for his return, not to punish him but to bless him. He also
reassured his older son that he was just as valued, but they had to celebrate because his brother
had been lost and was now found. This is how much God loves us. Even when we mess up badly,
as both sons did in their own way, he longs for our return and welcomes us back with open arms.

The younger son only thought of himself. Eventually he realised his wrong-doing and returned
humbly to his father, admitting his mistakes and simply asking for a job. He received far more.
When we mess up, we should always return humbly to God and He will forgive us and help us.

The older son seemed to have done everything right, but he was actually jealous and angry
because he had served his father all his life and yet didn’t think he was appreciated. Sometimes we
can feel like this, but our loving God will reassure us that we are each loved and valued.

We can be any of these three characters at different times in our lives but we can be assured that
God will always be with us and will love us no matter what. However, we must trust Him for then
we will learn to live the way that God wants for us, which is always the best way!

Reflection

e Do you sometimes think that this time you have gone too far and God will never forgive
you? Tell him sincerely that you are sorry and want to change and He will forgive you and
help you.

e Try and treat those for whom you are a father figure or a role model as the father in this
parable treats his sons, with love and forgiveness.



LOWSHIP NOTES

Write or draw something you read in this Bible Study that stood out to you.

My
>

Do you have any questions about this How does this week’s message apply
week’s Bible Study? to your life?

What can we learn about God from this What would you like to ask God
week’s passage? this week?

Has God responded to your prayers this
week in the way you had hoped for?
It's okay to talk to God about this.



